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SUB J : AFRICAN LABOR MINISTERS' CONFERENCE OPENS IN TRIPOLI 

1 . FORTY-SEVEN AFRICAN LABOR MINISTERS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
OF 17 INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS, INCLUDING THE PLO AND WOMENS WORLD COUNCIL, 

ATTENDED THE OPENING SESSION OF THE SECOND ORDINARY 
SESSION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY LABOR 
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COMMISSION HERE IN TRIPOLI THE EVENING OF APRIL 25. 

OPENING ADDRESS OF LIBYAN CHAIRMAN OF THE GENERAL 
PEOPLES COMMITTEE (PRIME MINISTER) ABDAL ATI AL 
UBAYDI CALLED UPON CONFEREES TO ADOPT A LIBYAN 
DRAFT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CONFERENCE S AGENDA 
WHICH DENOUNCES ZIONISM. UBAYDI TOLD THE CONFEREES 
THAT THEY SHOULD ENDORSE AT THIS CONFERENCE THE 
STRUGGLE AGAINST RACIAL DISCRIMINATION TO PUT FURTHER 
PRESSURE ON THE RACIST IN SOUTH AFRICA AND THOSE "IN 
THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES." HE ASKED THE ILO 
REPRESENTATIVES NOT TO CLOSE THEIR EYES AND IGNORE 
THE PLIGHT OF AFRICANS AND "THOSE IN THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES." (UBAYDI MADE THIS PLEA TO ILO DIRECTOR 
GENERAL FRANCIS BLANCHARD THE PREVIOUS DAY IN A PRIVATE 
MEETING. DURING WHICH UBAYDI STRESSED THE NPCESSITY OF 
IMPLEMEHPIN G THE ORGANIZATION’S RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT 
THE ILO'S LAST SESSION WHICH CONDEMNED ZIONISM AS 
RACISM AND CALLED FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF PALESTINIAN ARAB WORKERS.) 

2. THE LIBYAN PRIME MINISTER ALSO CALLED UPON THE 
CONFEREES TO SERIOUSLY CONSIDER THE QUESTION ON THE 
AGENDA OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AFRICAN LABOR 
ORGANIZATION. HE SAID AN AFRICAN LABOR ORGANIZATION 
WOULD NOT CHALLENGE OTHER ORGANIZATIONS OR REPLACE 
THEM, BUT WOULD SERVE SPECIFICALLY THE PURPOSES 
OF AFRICAN LABOR. HE CLAIMED THAT THE PRESENT 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS ARE INTIMIDATED 
BY "EXTERNAL PRESSURES." UBAYDPEALSO CALLED FOR 
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GREATER COORDINATION ANE UNITY OF AFRICAN POSITIONS 
WITHIN THE ILO. STRESSING THAT THE ILO SHOULD TAKE 
INTO CONSIDERATION AFRICA'S CONCERNS. HE STATED THAT THE 
PROBLEM OF "REVAMPING THE ILO" REQUIRED A RADICAL 
SOLUTION WHICH WOULD RESTRUCTURE THE ORGANIZATION. 

HE ADDED THAT THE ILO SHOULD NOT BE AN ORGANIZATION 
REPRESENTING INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES. THE LIBYAN 
PM SAID HIS GOVERNMENT REJECTED THE RIGHT OF VETO 
IN THE ILO AND ALL OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, 
AND COMPLAINED THAT THE ILO'S GOVERNING BODY SHOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO MAKE DECISIONS FOR ALL ITS MEMBERS. 

HE CALLED THE ORGANIZATION AN OBSOLETE STRUCTURE WITH 
LITTLE THIRD WORLD REPRESENTATION. UBAYDI ALSO ASKED 
HQE CONFEREES TO ADD TO THE AGENDA'S DISCUSSION OF 
MULTI-NATIONAL COMPANIES DISCUSSION OF THE "PROBLEM 
OF THEIR ECONOMIC HEGEMONY WHICH HE CLAIMED DOMINATES 
THE THIRD WORLD. 
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3. THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF 

AFRICAN UNITY WILLIAM ITTIKI DELIVERED THE SECOND MAJOR ADDRESS. 
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HIS CAUTIOUSLY WORDED REMARKS APPEARED TO ENDORSE 
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THE LIBYAN PRIME MINISTER’S CALL FOR THE ADOPTION 
OF A BLANKET RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ALL RACISM AND 
NOT SIMPLY THAT IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. AFTER CRITICIZING 

SOUTHERN AFRICA'S RACIAL POLICIES, AND PARTICULARLY 
THOSE OF SOUTH AFRICA, THE OAU GENERAL SECRETARY 
CHIDED THE AFRICAN DELEGATES FOR WHAT HE DESCRIBED 
AS THEIR TENDENCY TO SEPARATE "SIMILAR SUBJECTS." 

HE CALLED THIS TENDENCY THE GERM OF A DISEASE THAT 
WEAKENS THE AFRICAN STRUGGLE AGAINST COLONIALISM AND 
FOREIGN HEGEMONY. THE OAU SECRETARY GENERAL CALLED 
FOR UNIFIED ACTION OF AFRICAN NATIONS TO BRING 
PRESSURE UPON SOUTH AFRICA THROUGH ECONOMIC SACTIONS. 
HE DESCRIBED THE WEST AS AN ACCOMPLICE TO SBHH 
AFRICA'S RACISM MECAUSE OF ITS INVESTMENTS THERE. 

HE ATTACKED WHAT THE VIEWED AS THE ACTIVITIES OF 
THE BACKWARD FORCES IN AFRICA WHICH RELEALED A 
WORLDWIDE PLOT AGAINST AFRICA. HE STATED THAT THE 
PRESENT ACTION OF THE "WESTERN HEGEMONY" AND ITS 
MERCENARIES CHALLENGES AFRICAN UNITY. THE OAU 
SECRETARY GENERAL TOLD THE DELEGATES THAT DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY FOR THEIR COUNTRIBE MUST BE GEARED TO 
ECONOVICS AND THAT THE ROLE OF THEIR AFRICAN 
ORGANIZATION DES TO BEND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
TO THE GOALS OF THEIR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. AFTER 
INVOKING THE TENETS OF THE "PHILADELPHIA DECLARATION ", 

HE ENDED HIS REMARKS BY ASKING ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL 
BLANCHARD WHAT HE THOUGHT SHOULD BE THE ROLE 
OF A MODEL LABOR ORGANIZATION IN AN INTERDEPENDENT 
WORLD. 

4. ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL BLANCHARD SKIRTED THE 
QUESTION AND CONCENTRATED HIS REMARKS ON THE PROGRESS 
AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE ILO DURING THE PREVIOUS YEAR. 
BLANCHARD PLACED PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE BENEFITS 
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ACCRUED TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES AS A RESULT OF ILO 
ACTIVITY. HIS CAUTIOUSLY WORDED STATEMENTS REFERRED 
TO THE STEPS THE ILO HAD TAKEN AGAINST RACISM IN 
SOUTH AFRICA AND IN SUPPORT OF AFRICAN LIBERATION. 

HE CITED SOUTH AFRICA'S EXCLUSION FROM THE ILO AS AN 
EXAMPLE OF ILO'S EFFORTS ON AFRICA'S BEHALF. BLANCHARD 
CONCEDED THAT THE ILO COULD NOT OPERATE IN A VACUUM 
AND THAT THERE WEVESPOLITICAL PROBLEMS WHICH AFFECTED 
IT BECAUSE THE ILO WAS PART OF THE "WORLD OF TODAY." 

HE STATED THAT THE ILO DID NOT DESIRE ANY SPCIAL 
PRIVILEGES IN THIS REGARD AND INDICATED THAT THE 
POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES WERE WELL KNOWN, PARTICULARLY 
THOSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND CONDITIONS OF WORKERS IN 
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OTHER COUNTRIES. BLANCHARD THEN COLLABORATED THE 
ILO'S FOLLOW-UP OF ILO'S RESOLUTIONS ENUMERATING THE 
STEPS THE ORGANIZATION HAD TAKEN CONCERNING HUMAN 
RIGHTS. BLANCHARD TOLD THE HF LEGATES THAT THE ILO 
MUST BE AN ORGANIZATION OF "TODAY" AND THAT ITS 
PROBLEMS SHOULD BE LOOKED AT WITHIN A GLOBAL CONTEXT. 
HE STATED THAT THE ORGANIZATION’S STRUCTURE SHOULD 
BE RESTUDIED. BLANCHARD THEN BRIEFLY INDICATED HIS 
CONCERN ABOUT THE US POSITION. HE STATED THAT THIS 
QUESTION TOO MUST ALSO BE TACKLED. HE CONCLUDED HIS 
REMARKS WITH THE OBSERVATION THAT THE SOLUTIONS TO 
THE ILO'S PROBLMS WERE OBSTINATE. COMMENT: THE 
CONCILIATORY TONE OF BLANCHARD S REMARK WAS EVIDENT. 
BLANCHARD MADE AN OBVIOUS EFFORT TO SYMPATHIZE WITH 
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY THE OAU SECRETARY GENERAL BY 
STRESSING ILO ACTIVITIES. HIS ATTEMPT TO DISSUADE 
THEM FROM ORGANIZING A SEPARATE AFRICAN LABOR ORGANI- 
ZATION AND ADOPTING ANOTHER RESOLUTION CONDEMNING 
ZIONISM AS RACISM WAS ALSO QUITE EVIDENT. BLANCHARD S 
CONCILIATORY REMARKS WERE AIMED AT NULLIFYING THE 
MILITANT TONE OF UBAYDI’S AND THE OAU SECRETARY 
GENERAL'S INITIAL REMARKS. 
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5. DEBATE ON THE ADOPTION OF THE CONFERENCE'S 18 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TRIPOL 00531 03 OF 04 261609Z 

POINT AGENDA BEGINS APRIL 26. THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 

(1) (A) ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

(B) ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

(C) ORGANIZATION OF WORKING COMMITTEES 

(2) A REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL 
ONMKCTIVITIES WITHIN THE COMPETENCE OF THE COMMISSION. 

(3) REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL ON 
THE FIRST SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE ON AFRICAN SENIOR 
LABOR ADMINISTRATORS. 

(4) REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL 
ON MULTI-NATIONAL COMPANIES. 

(5) A REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL 
ON THE EVENTUAL CREATION OF AN AFRICAN LABOR OGRANI- 
ZATION. 

(6) REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL 
ON THE IA ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY, ILO, BI- 
LINGUAL SEMINAR ON LABOR POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
PLANNING. 

(7) REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL ON 
THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL SECURITY 
ASSOCIATION AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 
LABOR COMMISSION. 

(8) REPORT ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATION 
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OF AFRICAN UNITY AND THE ILO REGIONAL OFFICE IN AFRICA. 

(A) REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
GENERAL. 

(B) REPORT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE ILO 
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA. 

(9) REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY GENERAL 
ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE ILO. 

(10) REPORT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOMALI DEMO- 
CRATIC REPUBLIC ON INTRA-AFRICAN COOPERATION ON LABOR 
(EMPLOYMENT), POPULATION, SOCIAL RURAL DEVEFOPMENT 
AND RELATED SOCIAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 

(11) REPORT OF THE AFRICAN MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING 
BODY OF THE ILO. 

(12) REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE 
FOR LABOR STUDIES. 

(13) REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE TURIN CENTER FOR 
VOCATIONAL, TECHNICAL AND PROFESSIONAL TRAINING. 

(14) REPORT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN TRADE 
UNION UNITY. 

(15) CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE 63RD SESSION OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION. 

(16) THE DATE THE NEW AGENDA OF THE SECOND PART OF 
THE SECOND SESSION OF THE COMMISSION. 

(17) STATE AND VENUE OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE 
COMMISSION. 


(18) ANY OTHER BUSINESS. 
CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


PAGE 01 TRIPOL 00531 04 OF 04 261616Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 
INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 OIC-02 PM-04 NSC-05 
SP-02 SS-15 DODE-OO PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 HEW-04 
DIWY-01 D HA-02 CU-02 /099 W 

261701Z 126446/43 

R 261450Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4296 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY DARESSALAAM 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
VNUQMNI/ AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 0113 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

CONFFIDENTIAL SECTION 4 OF 4 TRIPOLI 053 1 
DEPT PASS IO FOR PALMER; SIL FOR DALE GOOD 

DEPT PASS LABOR FOR SAMUELS, HOROWITZ, QUACKENBUSH, AVERY ANZU 
LINSENMAYER 

6. THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES ARE PARTICIPATING IN THE 
CONFERENCE: LIBYA, MOROCCO, 
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TUNISIA, SENEGAL, GAMBIA, 

MALL UPPER VOLTA, MAURITANIA, NIGER, CHAD, GUINEA- 
BISSAU, CAPE VERDE, GUINEA, SIERRA LEONE, LIB ERIA, 

IVORY COAST, GHANA, TOGO, BENIN, NIGERIA, ALGERIWAN 
CAMEROON, CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE, GABON, PEOPLES 
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO, ZAIRE, EQUATORIAL GUINEA, 

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE, SUDAN, ETHIOPIA, SOMALIA, 

KENYA, UNGANDA, TANZANIA, RWANDA, BURUNDI, ANGOLA, 
MOZAMBIQUE, MALAWI, ZAMBIA, BOTSWANA, SWAZILAND, 
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LESOTHO, MADAGASCAR, COMORO ISLANDS, MAURITIUS AND 
THE REPUBLIC OF THE SEYCHELLES. THE FOLLOWING 
ORGANIZATIONS ARE PARTICIPATING IN THE CONFERENCE: 

THE OAU, THE OATUU, ILO, ALO, ISSA, UNPAF, AFRO- 
ASIAN SOLIDARITY ORGANIZATION, ECONOMIC COMMISSION 
FOR AFRICA, TURIN CENTER, IILS. THE PERMANENT SECRE- 
TARY OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE COMMITTEE OF AFRICAN 
TRADE UNIONS OPPOSING RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND 
COLONIALISM, THE HIGH LEGATION FOR REFUGEES, THE 
AFRICAN YOUTH MOVEMENT, THE WOMENS AFRICAN COUNCIL, 

THE PALESTINIAN LABOR ORGANIZATION, THE INTERNATIONAL 
FEDERATION OF LABOR 
TRADE UNIONS, THE WOMENS WORLD 
COUNCIL. 

7. EMBASSY WILL POUCH TO DEPARTMENT AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE DOCUMENTS OF CONFERENCE THAT WE ARE ABLE TO 
OBTAIN. PROBABLY BECAUSE OF SENSITIVE POLITICAL 
ATMOSPHERE, BLANCHARD HAS MADE NO ATTEMPT COMMUNICATE 
WITH EMBASSY, HOWEVER, HOPEFULLY OPPORTUNITY FOR 
DISCREET CONTACT WILL DEVELOP DURING COURSE OF 
CONTERENCE. 

CARLE 
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